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Exploring Sociocultural Change and Language Change

DEMLANG produces knowledge about the interrelatedness of the sociocultural processes of democratization and mediatization, and

language practices in Britain, 1700-1950. The aim is to discover mechanisms operating in the bidirectional relationship between
sociocultural change and language change.

e In cooperation with D RreRvay ,.
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Democratization

As a political concept
e Specific societal changes through which “[l]Jarge numbers were given significant
opportunity for influence over the political process” (Garrard 2002: 2)
e In Britain from the beginning of the nineteenth century until the mid-twentieth

century
e Working-class men included through the Acts of 1867, 1884/5 and 1918; the
women’s formal parliamentary admission in 1918 and 1928

As a linguistic concept

“(1) the phasing out of overt markers of power asymmetry with the aim of expressing
greater equality and solidarity (democratization proper); (2) a shift to a more speechlike
style (colloquialization); and (3) a tendency toward informality in language, or
informalization™ (Farrelly and Seoane 2012: 393).



Masters and servants in the 19th century

Servants as dependent Workers as independent
of their masters & self-reliant

Industrialization

MY ——mARKeT
Ordinance of Labourers 1349 Factory Act 1833 Trade Union Employers and
Statute of Labourers 1350 Mines Act 1842 Act 1871 Workmen Act 1875 —
Master and Servant 1844 first large-scale “masters” and “men”
Act 1823 expressions of working
Combinations of class discontent Wer? put on egual
Workmen Act 1825 1850s—-1860s continued footing regarding

trade union pressure breaches of contract
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British Library Newspapers

e PDFs of a variety of newspapers from the eighteenth to the twentieth century
available through an online interface provided by Gale

e OCRed text files purchased by the University of Helsinki Library

e Newspapers as a window to social, political and technological changes (cf.
Conboy 2010: 1) and public identities for social groups (cf. Fairclough 2013: 213-
221)

e Newspaper language has been claimed to be an “agile” genre (Hundt & Mair
1999)

e BUT: newspapers are not just one genre/text type



Sampling the BL Newspapers database

British Library Newspapers

2 million newspaper pages
Selected by experts in the field
Full runs when possible

National and regional newspapers

About This Database

Fully text searchable

View entire pages or individual articles
Save, bookmark, e-mail and print
results

Use Topic Guide to learn more

More...

Basic Search @

Find:
Search for words in:

Limit the results:

by publication date(s) :

Key

O All

*Year*

*Year*

Problems for corpus
linguistic analyses

Large amount of data
Granularity of metadata
No linguistic annotation
Quality of scanned
documents

o Whatisit
representative of?




“The ‘bigger 1s better’ approach... ignores variation
in lexical and semantic phenomena, because these
corpora are often just composed of immense ‘blobs’
[of text]... and there is no way to subdivide these

‘blobs’ into meaningful sections™

-Mark Davies (2019)




Sampling the BL Newspapers database
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Summary of the sample

5 newspapers

Aberdeen Journal
Bath Chronicle
and Weekly
Gazette

Bury and Norwich
Post

Morning Post
York Herald

10-year intervals

e 1809

e 1819

o ...

e 1899
All issues in

January and June

Sample size

e 21,000 documents
e 43m words
e Atrticle types

o Arts and entertainment

Birth, death, marriage notices
Business

Classified ads

Editorial

News

Sports

o O o O o o
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Sampling the BL Newspapers database
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Sampling the BL Newspapers database
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Summary of the sample — 90% OCR Confidence

5 newspapers

o a2 A=At kA AR RA L ——

Bath Chronicle and Weekly
Gazette

Bury and Norwich Post
Morning Post

York Herald

Arts and entertainment

Birth, death, marriage notices
Business

Classified ads

Editorial

News

Sports

3,474 articles

4,900,000 words
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NTS for the NEW YEAR,

i

precisely. Gentlemen who intend to dine are requested to
| the day of Meeting.
J. RUSSELL, Treasurer to the Saciety.
NEW CROSS TURNPIKE ROADS.—A
GENERAL MEETING of the TUSTEES of ithese
Ppointed to be beld en SATURDA
of December instant, at the Green Man Inn, at Blackhieath,
Afiernoon puncteally, at which bour the
Chair will be taken,
JOHN BICKNELL, Clerk.
Greenwich, December 7, 1625.

Proprietors of the Belment Distillery heruby give no-
tice, thisVthey have now left a small quantity of their old stock
street, ‘Lambeth, ready for delivery in quantities of not less
than twe gallons, at 14s. per gallon, for cash,- witk an aliow-
to Mr. Coeper, on the Premises.

Vauxhall, 1Sth December, 1825,

1000 additional Numbersof THE AGE NEWSPA PER
of yesterday, containing this SONG, were sold; and a Third
Catherine-street.

HE PALLADIUM.—In consequence of the
Edition will be published this afternoon, at four o’clock. It is
now printed on (gc premises, which will ensure the regularity of
night's mail. In the nest nung:r will appear an article oh the

evances of Lawyers' Clerks—Naval Skelches. Ne,; I1.,

[ cave their names at the Bar of the Tavern by four o'cluck on
Roads is a + the Slst day
at Ose o'clock in the

and Busipess commence.

ISTILLATION from POTATOES.—The

of BRANDY for SALE, at their Rectifying House in Pripces-
ance made (0 the trade. Letiers, post paid, to be addressed
TIVHE BURSTING of the BUBBLES.—A bove
Edition is now selling at the Office, 343, Strand, corner of
great demand for The Palladium of yesterday, a fresh

its trapsmission in future to all parts of the country by Saturday
aptain Reby—The Equitable Loan Company— Portsmauth

Canal—Alvanley, Apsley, Austen, Berkeley, Burgh, Chatile,
Cross, Fitzroy, Haype, Hertford. Maxy,Palmerston, Stashope,
Somerset, Twiss, and others,—Office, Wellington-street, Strand,
All letters must be post-paid, !
ON

PA. GOMPLETE BOOK of INSTRUC
for the CLARIONET, developing its power and com-
pass, and laying down the most approved and efficient Rules
to obtain a perfect koowledge of that beautiful and effective
lastrument,—By TH?MAS L. WII.LMBAN. :ilh:cllle&n&d
Exercises progressively arranged, just published, price 105.6d.
Goulding 5: l)‘Aluul’oe. 20, Sohg-lqu'::e. Manaofacturers of
every description of Clarionet, Pianoforte, and other Musical
[ustraments. :

IDIANOFORTES.—ROYAL MUSICAL RE-

MARSHALL announces a new

a Mimesif fa warthe a mavtian af i

(

1 & la Créwe, Table

é pcl;;'tn _n;lé:o‘l;i;l; l';r-.'iil’ ;:é'l:l'l‘: 3' for deu:rd( and pnl:"'l:.
ery fine raits; Citren,(ran Lemon Peels,
&e.~72, Welbeck-street. it o

MOREL'S ‘CATALOGUE GASTRONO-
MIQUE, Foies d'Oies de , Strasbourg, Pites d'Orto-
lans, Bécasses, Bécassines, Mauviettes, Faisans. Perdraux,
Poules de Broyére, Dindes, Poulardes, Yeas et Jumbon, from
2s. 6d. each (o ‘rlilul; Hures de, Troyes, Fromage et Pleds
de Cochun aux Truffes, Baycissens de Lyons, de Bologne,
d'Arles et de Strasbourg aux Truffes, Fromage de Neufchitel
elicacies of the choicest description are
oo SALE at MOREL'S WARKHOUSE, 210 and 311, Pic-
cadilly: Depot de Vios de Fraace des plus recherchés,
Liqueurs fines and Cogeac Brandy, 10 years old.
ENHAM'S PORTABLE BATH, with com-
pléte Apparatus for Heating—a valuable article in a
Family at all times; butia cases of sickness, highly importaat,
as it may be brought te the cbamber of the invalid, and heated
at the bedside if necessary. Warm Baths elegantly fitted up,
with improved boilers for heating. Improved Shower Baths,
Steam t'.pm Baths, Children’s Baths eof all sizes, Knee
Baths, Feet Baths, Hip Baths, and Baths of every descrip-
tion, AtJ. Benham's Stove, Grate, and Bath Mauufactery,
No. 19, Wigmere-sireet, Cavendish-aquare.

ATERPROOF COMPOSITION FOR

‘BOOTS, SHORS, &c., a chcap and convenient Pre-
paration far rendering them impervious to water and mere
durable, is prepared at WKLDON'S, his Majesty’s Chemist,
97, New Bond-street.—ladesiructible 1ron-stone Cement, for
joining broken china, crockery, marble, glass. &c. Chemical
Ink, without preparation, that cansot be effaced from linen,
&c, Scouring Drops, that remove grease from the most de-
licate silks or woollens withoot injuring the colours. Chemieal
Liquid that readily removes ink or irom mould from all bodies.

AR.T[FICIAL TEETH.—~Mr.W. BEACALL,

aut the least pain, from a single Toolh toa com Set, at
little more than one-half the usual charges. - Teeth cleaned, if
ever so discoloured, and rendered white and beautiful, without
pain, or injury to the enamel. Extracting, stopping, and
every operalion on the Teeth and Gums.—Attends at heme
from Ten till Four.

URE OF RUPTURE. PINDIN and

POSITORY, 55, 8t. James's-street, opposite Jermyn- |
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... AS Servants, two steady, respectable,
middle-aged people, Man and Wife: the

Man as Upper Servant, in livery or out;

the Wife as Cook and Housekeeper, or a-

Cook 1n a steady Family... (Morning Post,
CLASSIFIED ADS,
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... AS Servants, two steady, respectable, middle-
aged people, Man and Wife: the Man as Upper
Servant, in livery or out; the Wife as Cook and

Housekeeper, or a-Cook in a steady Famuly...

(Morning Post, CLASSIFIED ADS, 1829).
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